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Television Shows to Analyze:

Good Times (1974-1979)

All in the Family (1971-1979)
Things to Know About the 1970s

Fads & Fashion
· Mood rings

· Lava lamps

· Pet Rocks

· Bell Bottom Pants

· Hip Hugger Pants

· Platform shoes

· Wide collars 

· Longer hair

· Hippie culture

Technology

· VCRs

· Computer processors

· Beginning of email (only in defense industry not open to public)

· Jumbo jets (for commercial travel)

Events, People, & Society

· Craziness of 1960s and desire for change continued in 1970s

· Ideas that were considered on the margin in 60s became mainstream in 70s

· But those changes came with difficulty and push back from government

· One of the most prevalent feelings across the 1970s is a distrust of government to solve the problems of the country
· Most notable with the Watergate Scandal of President Nixon

· End of Vietnam War in 1975

· Women and gays were demanding equality in all areas of society

· Extreme poverty in urban areas saw a rapid decay of major cities and neighborhoods

· Major recession since the 30s hits 

· Oil shortages cause gas prices to triple and lines to get gas

· Abortion made legal in 1973 (Roe v. Wade)

Good Times Summary
Good Times first aired in February 1974 as a mid-season replacement and went on for six years. This spinoff of the TV series, Maude, centered on the Evans family. In Maude Esther Rolle had portrayed Florida Evans, the black housekeeper, but in Good Times Florida and her family were struggling to… More survive in a South Side ghetto in Chicago.

Florida was married to James Evans (in Maude his name was Henry) and they had three children, J.J., Thelma and Michael. The Evans family also had a next door neighbor, Willona Woods who was also a main character.

At the beginning of 1976-1977 season, John Amos, who portrayed James, left the series. The writers decided to kill him off in a car accident, leaving Florida to run the household by herself. But then a year later, Esther Rolle decided to leave. She was not happy with the direction of the series. Especially the direction the character, J.J. had taken.

In the 1977-1978 season, with both John Amos and Esther Rolle gone, stories centered around Willona and J.J. In this season, Willona adopted an abused girl, Penny Gordon. Also, the character of Nathan Bookman became a more prominent member of the cast. Bookman was the building superintendent.

In the final season, Esther Rolle returned to the role of Florida. Also that season, Thelma married Keith Anderson and where expecting a child by the final episode.

All in the Family Summary

"The program you are about to see is All in the Family. It seeks to throw a humorous spotlight on our frailties, prejudices, and concerns. By making them a source of laughter, we hope to show -- in a mature fashion -- just how absurd they are." With this carefully worded disclaimer, the CBS television network ushered in a new era of television comedy on January 12, 1971, with the premiere of All in the Family. Inspired by the British sitcom Till Death Do Us Part, the series was proposed by producers Norman_Lear and Bud_Yorkin in early 1968, and a pilot episode titled "Those Were the Days" was commissioned by ABC. From the beginning, Carroll O'Connor and Jean_Stapleton were "set" as leading characters Archie and Edith Bunker (original last name: Justice), though two unknowns were cast as the couple's daughter, Gloria, and son-in-law, Mike Stivic. Also from the beginning, it had been decided to retain the controversial nature of the original British series, with bigoted hard-hat Archie forever at odds with his flaming liberal son-in-law. Alas, ABC had just been burned by the hostile reception afforded another hot-potato project, Turn-On, and had lost its taste for controversy, even when Lear and Yorkin toned down the venom in a second pilot. But in 1970, CBS, in desperate need of a hit for its sagging Tuesday-night lineup, decided to take a chance on "Those Were the Days," which by now had been christened All in the Family, and had added Sally_Struthers and Rob_Reiner to the cast as Gloria and Mike. Worried that audiences might be unkindly disposed to Archie Bunker's incessant harangues against "hebes," "spics," and "coloreds," CBS prefaced the first episode with the aforementioned disclaimer. Though the opener ended up an anemic 54th in the ratings (due primarily to the decision by several affiliates not to air the program, or to reschedule it to a "fringe" time slot), the first All in the Family was the topic of conversation in virtually every household and place of business in America before the week was out. By the time the series began in its second season in the fall of 1971, All in the Family was CBS' top-rated program, a status it enjoyed for the next five years. Archie Burnker, a loading-dock supervisor who resided at 704 Houser Street in Queens, NY, was a firm and immovable believer in America, right or wrong (but mostly far, far right). Offsetting Archie's racial slurs, antediluvian political beliefs, and incessant malapropisms was his somewhat foolish but fundamentally good-hearted wife, Edith (or "Dingbat," as Archie designated her); his budding-feminist daughter, Gloria; and Gloria's long-haired, radical husband, Michael Stivic (aka "Meathead" and "Polack"), who while attending graduate school lived with Archie and Edith, and all but ate them out of house and home. In virtually every episode, an Issue (with a capital "I") was brought to the forefront -- gun control, the sexual revolution, homosexuality, religion, integration, rape -- with Archie taking the diehard conservative viewpoint, Mike assuming the liberal stance, Gloria siding with Mike, and Edith sitting on the sidelines making inane (but sometimes surprisingly sensible) comments. Usually, Archie would be hoisted by his own bigoted petard, but sometimes Mike would be trapped in the morass of his good intentions. Whatever the case, All in the Family tackled subject matter that only a few years earlier would have been rejected out of hand on network television, using language that likewise had seldom if ever been heard on the small screen. In this respect, All in the Family can be regarded as the single most influential situation comedy in television history. 
Notes for: Good Times Season 1
Gender- how does the TV show depict relationships, roles, qualities, of both men and women?

Race- If applicable, how does the TV show depict members and interactions of different races and ethnicities?

Notes for: Good Times Season 1 Cont’d
Class- How does the TV show depict economic and social status?
Family- How does the TV show depict family structures, dynamics (relationships), and interactions between family members?

show about
Summarize the main issues addressed in Good Times in the 1970s
Notes for: All in the Family Season 1

Gender- how does the TV show depict relationships, roles, qualities, of both men and women?

Race- If applicable, how does the TV show depict members and interactions of different races and ethnicities?

Notes for: All in the Family Season 1 Cont’d
Class- How does the TV show depict economic and social status?
Family- How does the TV show depict family structures, dynamics (relationships), and interactions between family members?

Summarize the main issues addressed in All in the Family about the 1970s
